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Abstract: Since the 1979 World Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development (WCARRD) 
and the 1992 United Nations Conference on Environment Development, which generated the Agenda 21 
document, international agricultural development organizations have been urged to strengthen their focus toward 
the sustainable development of the small-scale, resource poor farmer. This paper aims is to investigate at the 
small-scale, the resources of a modest farmer's ongoing level of participation, rate of adoption of agricultural 
technology, and the sustainable benefits of the implemented projects within the documents of several 
international agricultural development organizations to determine if the farmers can positively impact the 
forecasted. To accomplish this, the methodology utilized is the method of exploratory literature review. 
International agricultural development is a non-formal, primarily agricultural education service for rural people. 
Characteristic services of agricultural extension generally include: communication of agricultural research 
findings and recommendations; dissemination of useful information through organized action; identification of 
client need and possible solutions, and teaching people to help them (i.e. how to improve their quality of life, 
income, farming practices, etc.). Having these, the results of this paper suggested that the impending need for 
improved global agricultural production may not be met due to the low amount of evidence in the implemented 
project reports of adoption of the technology, and the inadequate reporting of benefits essential to the small-




A sustainable development is one that enhances quality of life, while improving 
productivity, encourages conservation of natural resources while presenting economically 
improved solutions, and must be maintained by the farmers’ community.  
Also, a sustainable development implies the active participation of the farmer and/or 
indigenous community. 
Unfortunately, historically speaking, agricultural research and extension efforts have 
often not tried to see things from this point of view (i.e. of the small-scale farmer but, have 
imposed a unique system of agriculture which was outside of the traditional indigenous 
knowledge and culture of the small-scale farmer and the rural community). This is the reason 
for why, in our opinion, agricultural development must therefore focus on and involve some 
farmers in a sustainable agricultural development. 
This study represents the findings indicated in 51 implemented international agricultural 
researches (Zahiu L., 2000). 
In light of these documents, such as the world impacting Plan of Actions (1979 World 
Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development, Rome, Italy; 1991 Plan of Action 
for Peoples’ Participation report of the Twenty-sixth Session, Rome, Italy; 1992 Agenda 21 
document a product of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, 
Brazil; 1996 Plan of Action for Global Partnership in Agricultural Research, Washington 
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D.C., and so on) all of the documents have indicated this type of essential data, and striving 
for a development which would be both productive and sustainable to the farmers. 
 
MATERIALS AND METHODS 
 
Agriculture contributes significantly to the society’s future. To keep this “idea” at a 
practical level, we believe an important role has sustainable development of this domain. 
Defining agricultural sustainability we will say that the sustainable agriculture should have 
relevance in the production of high-quality food and other agricultural products and services 
in the long run, with consideration taken to economy and social structure in such a way that 
the resource base of non-renewable and renewable resources is maintained. First of all, the 
major role to maintain these standards is reserved to national authorities who has competences 
in domain, and not at least, to the farmers. But, from the farmer’s point of view, they must 
have a sufficient income to provide a fair standard of living in the agricultural community. 
Also, they should practice production methods which do not threaten human or animal health 
or degrade the environment, including biodiversity, and in the same time minimise the 
environmental problems that future generations must assume responsibility (Cheatle, M., 
1999). 
One of the UE’s documents which concern about agriculture domain is „Agenda 21” 
(Popoviciu, G., 2007). 
The 1992 United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) held 
in Brazil, implemented a paradigm for sustainable development which emphasized a process 
toward new environmental and development ethics and implemented a global plan of action, 
referred to as the Agenda 21 document. This document, supported by more than 90% of the 
nations of the world, offers those involved in development, a comprehensive guide for a 
sustainable development, laying the foundation for grassroots, national and international 
environment and development actions into the 21st century. 
Agenda 21 addresses farmer, rural and indigenous community participation and capacity 
building through the collaboration of government and non-governmental support, local 
agricultural strategies (including incorporation of farmer knowledge, practices, and tradition), 
improved extension services and the relevant technology development for small farmers. 
As we can see at the beginning of this paper, agriculture is a principal element of our 
future. That could be signify, because, as we know agriculture occupies one third of the land 
surface of the Earth, and is the central activity for much of the world's population. In the same 
time, rural activities take place in close contact with nature, adding value to it by producing 
renewable resources, while at the same time becoming vulnerable to overexploitation and 
improper management (chapter 32 /Agenda 21„Strengthening the role of farmers”). 
In addition with other settlements from Agenda 21, that ones from chapter 14, named 
„Promoting Sustainable Agriculture and Rural Development”, all countries needs to integrate 
sustainable development considerations with agricultural policy analysis and planning.  
But, unfortunately, the national policy framework is partial absence sustainability of 
agriculture and rural development, which is widespread and is not limited to some countries.  
The sustainable development of people in marginal and fragile ecosystems is also 
addressed in Agenda 21. The key to the successful implementation of these programmes lies 
in the motivation and attitudes of individual farmers and government policies that would 
provide incentives to farmers to manage their natural resources efficiently and in a sustainable 
way. Farmers face a high degree of economic, legal and institutional uncertainties when 
investing in their land and other resources. The decentralization of decision-making towards 
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local and community organizations is the key in changing people's behaviour and 
implementing sustainable farming strategies. This programme area deals with activities which 
can contribute to this end. 
In particular, for the Romania case-study, the transition of economy - from planned to 
market - oriented systems - need such a framework to incorporate environmental 
considerations into economic activities, including agriculture. For this reason, even Romania, 
who was the most important agrarian East-European country in the past, need today to assess 
comprehensively the impacts of such policies on food and agriculture sector performance, 
food security, rural welfare and international trading relations as a means for identifying 
appropriate offsetting measures.  
A major role for the increase of these measures in very good conditions has the 
international bodies and structures, non- or governmental, including here the international and 
regional cooperation and coordination. 
The role of our Government (meaning here Ministry of Agriculture) in this problem 
should be more concentrate on: 
a)  Ensuring the implementation of the programmes on sustainable livelihoods, 
agriculture and rural development, managing fragile ecosystems, water use in agriculture, and 
integrated management of natural resources; 
(b)  Promoting pricing mechanisms, trade policies, fiscal incentives and other policy 
instruments that positively affect individual farmer's decisions about an efficient and 
sustainable use of natural resources, and take full account of the impact of these decisions on 
household food security, farm incomes, employment and the environment;  
(c)  Involving farmers and their representative organizations (if these exist) in the 
formulation of policy;  
(e)  Support the formation of farmers' organizations by providing adequate legal and 
social conditions; 
(f) Initiating mechanisms to document, synthesize and disseminate local knowledge, 
practices and project experiences so that they will make use of the lessons of the past when 
formulating and implementing policies affecting farming, forest and fishing populations; 
(g)  Establishing networks for the exchange of experiences with regard to farming that 
help to conserve land, water and forest resources, minimize the use of chemicals and reduce 
or reutilize farm wastes;  
(h)  Developing pilot projects and extension services that would seek to build on the 
needs and knowledge base of farmers. 
The characteristics for a successfully program should include certain issues of 
„sustainability” in particular characteristics that will strengthen the sustainability of the 
farmer, the community and the program. The primary focus must be that of the farmer. 
Important features of successful programs include the development of farmer participation in 
community development and relevancy of extension methods used to support the continuance 
of farmer participation after project completion (Popoviciu, G., 2007). 
That participation must be viewed as a method of improving the projects’ ability to 
identify and produce locally recognizable benefits. These types of locally recognizable 
benefits may include reduced cost of inputs, improvements in yield, income, education, 
nutrition, health, and other indicators of improved quality of life. 
(i)  Strengthening rural institutions that would enhance sustainability through locally 
managed credit systems and technical assistance, local production and distribution facilities 
for inputs, appropriate equipment and small-scale processing units, and marketing and 
distribution systems. 
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With other words, the reform from agriculture domain is a step towards supporting the 
broader rural economy rather than agricultural production, and ensures that farmers are 
rewarded not only for what they produce but also for their general contribution to society. 
The new policy for rural development seeks to establish a coherent and sustainable 
framework for the future of Europe’s rural areas (Popescu G., 1999). It complements the 
reforms of the markets by other actions that promote a competitive, multi-functional farming 
in the context of a comprehensive strategy for rural development. 
Concerning international/ regional cooperation and coordination this approach should 
involve farmers and their representatives in their deliberations, as appropriate and establish 
programmes for the development and support of farmers' organizations. The major external 
factors include growing world demand for food, further moves towards a more liberal global 
trading environment. 
The EU policy’s guiding principles for agriculture sustainable are those of 
decentralisation of responsibilities – from EU to local level - and flexibility of programming 
based on a „menu” of actions which can be implemented according to the countries’ specific 
needs (Sumelius J., 1999). As a coherent package of measures it has three main objectives:  
- to create a stronger agricultural and forestry sector, the latter recognised for the first 
time as an integral part of the rural development policy; 
- to improve the competitiveness of rural areas; 
- to maintain the environment and preserve Europe's rural heritage. 
Actions to promote the environment are the only compulsory element of the new 
generation of rural development programmes. This represents a decisive step towards 
recognising the role agriculture plays in preserving and improving Europe’s natural heritage. 
 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 
 
The importance of sustainability as a concept about projects elaboration for 
environmental protection has a fast growing in the last years.  
This paper, through the our Government’s reports and some other organizations 
investigated the farmer's ongoing level of participation, rate of adoption of agricultural 
technology, and the sustainable benefits of the implemented projects within the documents of 
several international agricultural development organizations to determine if the farmers can 
positively impact the forecasted food shortage. 
In our days the sustainability has application in many domains, as its interpretations are 
diverse. The sustainability’s framework could be found in the most used definition of Lester 
Browns’ sustainability development: “The sustainable development combines the present 
needs without compromised the own future generation’s needs.” This definition was taken by 
The Brundtland Report “Our Common Future” of the World Commission on Environmental 
Development. In some specialist opinion (researchers and policymakers), this definition imply 
that actions, politics and projects which must be judge through the impact of its on 
environment and its efficiency criteria. That means that sustainable development keep in a 
kind of equilibrium three components of our life: environmentally, economically and socially 
components. With other words if development is sustainable, then the economic (efficiency), 
social (equity) and environment (pollution, degradation) interests should be in equilibrium 
now and in future, even these seems to be frequently in conflict. 
In agriculture sector the link between efficiency, equity and environment we believe is 
evident. First of all, the economic performance in agriculture depends by the natural resources 
availability and quality. The damages caused to the environment could negative affected the 
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agricultural productivity and income, which in the same way could make pressures on the 
rural communities’ economic and social structures. 
Having these aspects, the national and local Romanian authorities and other 
organizations, associations and institutions with has activity in agriculture field, in 
comparison with consciously population about their community, making even some 
recommendations about the agrarian zone (Popoviciu, G., 2007), which can be applied to help 
growers select appropriate management practices: 
• Selection of species and varieties that are well suited to conditions on the farm;  
• Diversification of crops (including livestock) and cultural practices to enhance the 
biological and economic stability of the farm;  
• Management of the soil to enhance and protect soil quality; 
• Efficient and humane use of inputs; and 
• Consideration of farmers' goals and lifestyle choices.  
In addition to strategies for preserving natural resources and changing production 
practices, sustainable agriculture requires a commitment to changing public policies, 
economic institutions, and social values. Strategies for change must take into account the 
complex, reciprocal and ever-changing relationship between agricultural production and the 
broader society (Popoviciu, G., 2007). 
A wide diversity of strategies and approaches are necessary to create a more sustainable 
food system. These will range from specific and concentrated efforts to alter specific policies 
or practices, to the longer-term tasks of reforming key institutions, rethinking economic 
priorities, and challenging widely-held social values.  
Existing international and local government policies often impede the goals of 
sustainable agriculture. New policies are needed to simultaneously promote environmental 




Looking at the very serious long-term problems faced by the sector of agriculture, the 
European Community set out the agricultural products chain’s under-performance across all 
three elements of sustainability: economically, environmentally and socially. 
It is important to point out that reaching toward the goal of sustainable agriculture is the 
responsibility of all participants in the system, including farmers, policymakers, researchers, 
retailers, and consumers. Each group has its own part to play, its own unique contribution to 
make to strengthen the sustainable agriculture community. 
This communication we consider to be very important, because not only our country, 
but most of the European countries are affected by many different environmental problems 
that stem from a variety of different sources (Popoviciu, G., 2007). One of these is, no doubt, 
agriculture and the inappropriate way of using it. For example, the discharge of nutrients from 
agriculture and waste-water treatment plants leads to some forms of pollution. It is crucial to 
spread the knowledge and improve the management of agriculture and land use in order to 
prevent this. It is also of great importance to use the ecosystem health concept to understand 
and prevent problems that can arise in the future (Popoviciu, G., 2007). 
Because, the land’s better half of Romania is cultivated, this fact emphasized the 
importance of the agriculture for the entire environment, and the significance of the projects 
spread out or proposal of it’s, especially the ecological ones.  
As we all know, between land cultivation and nature practise exist a profound mutual 
influence, because the first one has many contributions in creation and maintenance of some 
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valuable semi-natural habitats. From these acknowledges and some text’s discussions of the 
Sustainable Development Commission of UE we have put together the principles for 
sustainable agriculture now and in the future: 
• Produce safe, healthy products in response to market demands, and ensure that all 
consumers have access to nutritious food, and to accurate information about food products. 
• Support the viability and diversity of rural and urban economies and communities. 
• Enable viable livelihoods to be made from sustainable land management, both 
through the market and through payments for public benefits. 
• Achieve consistently high standards of environmental performance by reducing 
energy consumption, by minimising resource inputs, and use renewable energy wherever 
possible. 
• Sustain the resource available for growing food and supplying other public benefits 
over time, except where alternative land uses are essential to meet other needs of society. 
Also, agriculture is essential to the maintenance of our biodiversity and the rural 
environment contains a high proportion of our cultural heritage. This is important for 
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